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RULES  OF  ETIQUETTE 

AND  RATES  OF  CHARGES 
OF  THE 

PHYSICIANS   OF  MOBILE 


The  Physicians  of  Mobile  having  for  some  time  pa9t  felt 
the  necessity  of  some  regulations  by  which  they  should  be 
guided  in  their  professional  intercourse  with  each  other, 
and  also  the  importance  to  the  community  aud  to  themselves 
of  some  fixed  rates  of  charges  for  their  services,  a  meeting 
was  held  on  the  14th  February,  1038,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  into  consideration  these  and  other  matters  connect- 
ed with  the  profession  and  the  following  regulations  were 
unanimously  adopted: — 

RULES  OF  ETIQUETTE. 

1st.  Resolved,  that  any  interference  with  a  patient  under 
the  charge  of  another  physician  is  most  scrupulously  to  be 
avoided,  that  no  medliug  enquiries  he  made,  no  unnecessary 
hints  given  rcletive  to  the  nature  or  treatment  of  the  case, 
nor  any  course  of  conduct  pursued  which  may  tend  either 
directly  or  indirectly  to  injure  the  standing  of  the  physician 
or  impair  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by   the  patient   or 


his  friends — that  we  consider  such  conduct  to  be  highly  rep 
rehensible,  unworthy  of  a  gentleman,  and  as  such  to  be  dis-. 
countenanced  by  every  member  of  the  profession. 

2nd.  Resolved,  That  no  physician  shall  attend  a  patient 
who  is  already  under  the  care  of  another  member  of  the 
profession,  unless  he  hsflptisfactory  evidence  that  the  for- 
mer physician  has  had  due  notice  from  the  patient  or  his 
friends  that  his  services  nre  no  longer  required. 

3d.  Resolved,  That  in  case  of  consultation,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  attending  physician  to  furnish  as  correct  a 
statement  as  may  be,  of  the  previous  history  and  treatment 
of  the  case,  and  give  the  consulting  physician  every  facility 
forinstituting  such  enquiries  as  he  may  deem  necessary  for 
its  elucidation  and  the  forming  of  an  accurate  judgement, 
that  no  subsequent  visit  be  made  but  in  concert,  no  state- 
ment or  discussion  of  the  case  take  place  except  in  the  pres 
enee  of  all  the  attending  physicians,  and  no  opinions  or  di- 
rections be  given  which  are  not  the  result  of  previous  delib- 
eration ano!  concurrence. 

4th.  Resolved,  Whenever  a  physician  officiates  for  anoth- 
er who  is  sick  or  absent,  he  shall  make  n«»charge,  but  hand 
a  memorandum  of  his  visits  to  the  person  for  whom  he  actst 
who  will  charge  the  same  as  if  the  services  were  rendered 
by  himself — should  however  the  sickness  or  absence  be  of 
long  duration  it  may  be  optional  with  the  person  thus  attend- 
ing to  charge  and  receive  the  fees  for  his  services. 

5th.  Resolved,  that  in  case  of  emergency  when  called  to 
visit  a  patient  who  is  already  under  the  care  of  another  phy- 
sician, who  cannot  at  the  time  be  found  or  has  no  notice  of 
such  call — the  physician  thus  summoned  may  act  in  such 
manner  as  he  deems  best  suited  to  the  exigencies   of  the 
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case ;  but  it  shall  bo  his  duty  to  give  the  earliest  notice  of  the 
transaction  lo  the  attending  physician,  together  with  the 
treatment  ho  found  it  necessary  to  adopt  and  request  him 
to  take  charge  of  the  patient. 

J.  MECrlLIN,  jr. 
WM.  H.  STOKES, 
GEO.  E.  REDWOOD, 
W.  B.  CRAWFORD. 


RULES    AND   REGULATIONS    FOR   CHARGING. 
COLLECTING,  &c. 
1st.   Resolved,  that  from  and  after  this  date   no  annual  or 
or  other  contract  will  be  entered  into  by  any  member  of  the 
profession,  for  medical  services  to  individuals  or  families. 

2nd.  Resolved,  that  all  accounts  against  permanent  resi- 
dent citizens  (fare  tie  and  to  be  collected  semian- 
nually.          ■* 

3d.  Rear/'  II  bills  for  medical  services  rendered 

to  single   men  and  tran  ;   are  due  and  to  be  col- 

lected as  soon 

4th.  Resolved,  J  "    on 

board    (coi  '     unlaw  the 

es    in 

writing. 

5th.  In  cu  :  Ian>i- 

lies  of  mod.   1  ;'ce-  il  =,lul11 

be  allowed  i  current  amount  of 

the  bill  to  si  ■'    ~"'-!l   deduction   must 
not  be  expres 


6th.  Resolved,  that  such  deductions  may  be  made  from 
the  rates  of  the  Fee  Bill  as  the  Surgeon  may  deem  proper 
for  Surgical  services  rendered  to  negroes. 


FEE  BILL. 

When  called  to  any  other  than  regular  patrons  the 

first  visit  shall  be  charged $  5  00 

For  the  first  visit  and  prescription  of  each  day,.  3  00 
For  each  subsequent  visit  and  prescription  on  the 

same  day 2   00 

When  there  are  more  patients  than  one  at  the  same 
place  and  belonging  to  the  same  family,    visit  to 

be  charged  as  for  one,  and  prescription  for  each,.  1   00 

Consultation  visit, 12  00 

Each  subsequent  consultation  visit  occasional, 5   00 

Do.              do.               do.            do    when  daily, 3  00 

Opinion  in  writing,  from $5   00   to  15   00 

Advice  at  office  according  to  importance,        1    00   to  25   00 
Every  requested  visit  after  9  o'clock  at  night  to  be 

considered  a3  a  night  visit  and  charged 5   .. 

Detention  per  hour, 3    .. 

Do.          all  night  in  summer, 30    .. 

Do.           "     "        in  winter, 20   .. 

Mileage  (measuring  from  the  Court  Mouse)  not  ex- 
ceeding 10  miles, 1    .. 

Over  10  miles  and  not  exceeding  30, 2    . . 

visit   to  Blakely, j 30   .. 

Do.  to  Mobile  Point 50   .. 

Do.   to  vessels  below  Dog  River  Bar, :J0    .. 


Visit  to  vessels  in  the  stream  according  to  the  dis- 
tance and  detention, $5  00  to    25 

Mileage  in  the  night  or  rain  double, 

Town  visit  to  be  added  to  mileage  in  every  instance. 

Opinion  on  the  soundness  of  negroes  when  verbal, .       5 
Do  do.  do.  do.  written,...      10 

MIDWIFERY. 

Natural  cases  Midwifery, $  50 

Preternatural  cases  do., 75 

Instrumental     do.     do., 100 

Extracting  Placenta,  alone, $20  00  to     50 

Visit  and  advice  given  to  Midwife  in  cases 

of  labor, '■ 10  00  to     25 

All  visits  subsequent  to  delivery  to  be  charged  in  ad- 
dition to  the  regular  fee,  provided  such  visits  are 
deemed  necessary  after  the  expiration  of  three 
days. 

Mileage  to  be  charged  in  all  cases  of  Midwifery. 

For  negroes  a  deduction  of  30  per  cent,  to  be  made 
in  cases  of  Midwifery. 


SURGERY. 


Venesection,. 

Do.  Jugular  Vein, 5 

.   .  10 

Artenotomy 

Extracting  toolh 

Visit  and  vaccinating  an  individual, 

Vaccination  at  office, 

Do.      of  an  v  number  over  three  and  not  exceed- 
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ing  five  $3  each — over  five  and  not  exceeding  ten 
$2  each — for  any  number  over  ten  Si  each. 
Gonorohcea,  fee  in  advance,   (medicine  extra,). ...  $   10 
Primary  Syphilis,  exclusive  of  visits  and  medicines,      30 

Secondary  Syphilis, $50  to  100 

Amputation  of  the  limbs, 50 

Do.  at  the  great  joints, 150 

Do  of  fingers  and  toes, 15 

Do.  of  tarsal  and  metatarsal  hones, 50 

Do.         of  the  breast, $50  to  100 

Do.         of  the  Penis, 30 

Elision  of  the  great  joints, , 100 

Operations,  for  Necrosis  and  Exostosis, $25  to  1 00 

Do.        of  Trephining, 150 

Do.       for  Lithotomy, $300  to  500 

Do.        for  strangulated  inguinal  Hernia, 150 

Do.  do.  femoral  do 200 

Do,       for  cataract,  extraction 150 

Do.  do.  depression, 125 

Do.       for  Fistula  Lachrymalis, $  20  to     50 

Do.        Minor,  on  the  eye, 5   to     20 

Do.       for  Fistula  in  Ano, 25  to     50 

Do.       do.     do.       in  Permco, 50  to  100 

Do.       for  Aneurism, 100  to  300 

Do.        for  Hare  Lip SOtolOO 

Do.       for  Pbymosis  or  Paraphimosis, 15 

Do.      for  Tracheotomy, 50 

Do.        of  tying  Varicose  Veins, 20 

Do.       for  Raimla, 25 

Dislocation,  of  humerus,  reduction  of $20  to     75 
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Do.       of  Thigh 50  to  100 

Do.       of  Elbow, 25 

Do.       of  all  minor, $5  to     10 

Fracture  of  Thigh,  reduction  of * . .     30 

Do.     of  arm  or  forearm, 30 

Do.     of  Leg, 25 

Do.     ofClariclo, 25 

It  is  intended  that  subsequent  visits  shall  be  char- 
ged in  addition,  in  fractures,  dislocations  and  sur- 
gical operations. 

Extirpation  of  the  Ball  of  the  Eye, 100, 

Do.       of  Polypus  of  the  Nose, 30 

Do.        ofTumors, $  5  to  150 

Do.       of  Tonsil*, 20  to     50 

Do.       of  Testicle, 50 

Do.       of  Cancerous  Lip, $25  to  100 

Do.       Hemorrhoids,.. 10  to     30 

Reduction  of  Hernia  and  fitting  Truss, 25 

Do.     of  Prolapsus  Ani 10 

Do.     of    do.     Uteri  and  introducing  Pessary,..     25 

Paracentesis  Abdominis, 25 

Do.         Thoracis, 50 

Do.         of  Bladder, $50  to  100 

Operations  of  Hydrocele, 25  to    75 

Ligatures  of  arteries  in  cases  of  wounds,. ..   25  to     50 

Extraction  of  Calculus  from  Urethra, 5  to     30 

Strictures  of  the  Urethra, 25  to  100 

Removing  foreign  bodies    from  the  Asophagus  and 

other  passages, 20 

Extracting  foreign  bodies  from  Gunshot  and  other 
wounds, • 20 
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Puncturing  Tympanum, 10  . 

Dressing- recent  wounds,' $5   to      10    . 

Introducing  Sctons  and  Issues 5   . 

Opening  abscesses, $2  to       5   . 

Introducing  Catheter, 5   • 

Cupping, 5  . 

Lancing  Gums, '•        1    • 

Resolved,   That  we  the  members  of  the   Medica^.  profes 

sion  of  Mobile,  pledge  ourselves  to  each  other  to  be  govern 

ed  by  the  foregoing  Resolutions  and  Rates  of  Charges  : — 
WH.  V.  DKWEES, 
H.  S.  LEVERT,  J.  MECHLIN,  Jr., 

m.  C.  NO  IT,  I      R.  LEE  FEARN, 

JE55EE  CARTER, 
WM.  II.  STOKES, 
JOHN.  II.  WOODCOCK, 


S.  MORDECAI, 

S.  LEVERT, 

C.  NOiT, 
J.  HAMILTON  IIA3TIE, 
GEO.  E.  REDWOOD, 
S.  PERU  INK, 
DANIEL  L.  IJROOM, 
JOHN  M'NALLY, 
WM.  C.  TURNER, 
R.  SEMPLE, 
S.  W.  HELFcjTIS 
A  TARDY. 


P.  MORENO, 

J.  W.  MICHA'  X, 

THEADORE    DEWEES, 

C.  L.  CHIEl  S.SE, 

A.  RIGEAIJD, 

W.  B.  CRAWFORD. 
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